SERMON. 
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ON 


— 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 1798. 


Jovis, 8* Die Martii, 1798. 


ORDERED, Nemine contradicente, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be 


* given to the Reverend ChaRLESs Moss, 


Doctor in Divinity, one of the Canons Re- 
ſidentiary of the Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul, London, for the Sermon by him 


preached Yeſterday before this Houſe, at 


Saint Margaret's, Weſiminſten; and that he 
be deſired to print the ſame : And that the 


Maſter of the Rolls and Sir William Dolben 


do acquaint him therewith. 


1. 4 
Cl. D. Dom. Com. 
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A 
SERMON, 
PREACHED BEFORE THE HONOURABLE 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


AT THE CHURCH OF 
ST. MARGARET, WESTMINSTER, 


ON 
WEDNESDAY, Maxca 7, 1798, 


BEING 


THE DAY APPOINTED BY HIS MAJESTY'S ROYAL 
PROCLAMATION, 


TO BE OBSERVED A a DAY or 


SOLEMN FASTING AND HUMILIATION. 
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THINE, O LORD, IS THE GREATNESS, AND THE 


POWER, AND THE GLORY, AND THE VICTORY. * 


MIDST the calamities of war, which are at 


all times dreadful, and which in the progreſs of 


our preſent conflict have been marked with circum- 
ſtances of peculiar and unexampled horror, we are 
again called together by the wiſdom and piety of the 
ſtate, that we may join in an act of national humilia- 
tion before Almighty God, imploring forgiveneſs of 
ins, and beſeeching Him that he would avert thoſe 
heavy judgments which our manifold provocations 


B have 


E 
have moſt juſtly deſerved. To ſay that the ſeaſon is 


not ſerious, that the occaſion is not ſolemn beyond 


any which we have before known, would be to diſ- 


ſemble the truth, and to defeat the very purpoſe of 


our meeting. 


Our enemies, as far as the ſword and the battle 
are concerned, have proſpered beyond their own 
expectations. Some of the ancient conſtitutions of 
Europe are tottering from their foundations, and great 
and independent countries have bowed beneath the 
voke of France, or under the deluſive title of free 
ſtates, have ſubmitted to the moſt tyrannical uſurpa- 
tion. The ſtorm draws nearer to us, and however 
the divine mercy may at length turn the balance in 
our favour, it would be the extreme of preſumption 
to ſay, that ſuperior wealth, ſuperior courage, or 


ſuperior wiſdom, muſt and will ſave us. The ordi- 


nary reaſonings and calculations of human foreſight, 


have been baffled and overthrown. A fierce and 
ſavage ſpirit has been let looſe upon the world, and 


has, in too many inſtances, bonre down all before it. 


Where 


LEES 


1 
Where ſhall we look for the cauſe of tlieſe melan- 
choly truths? Shall we reſolve the rapid ſucceſs, the 


encreaſing power, the threatening poſture of the ad- 


verſary, into the fickleneſs and caprice of fortune, 
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and the natural uncertainty of contingent events? 
Shall we aſcribe the fate of ſo many of the nations of 


Europe to that monſtrous power which unthinking 
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men call Chance, aſſigning to it the attributes of a 
real operating cauſe? Thanks to the preventing 
grace of God, we are not yet ſo fitted for the vulgar 
| deceptions of a low and degraded philoſophy. 1f the 
hairs of our head are all numbered, if even a harr 
falleth not to the ground *, without our Father which 
is in heaven, unqueſtionably none of thoſe greater 
events, in which human happineſs, or human miſery 


is concerned, can come to paſs without his immediate 


guidance and direction. 


As the notion of an overruling Providence is the 
deep and firm foundation of true religion, ſo it is 
more eſpecially the object of ſcoff and contumely to 


* Matt. x. 29. 
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the followers of that new ſyſtem of human laws, 


moral and political, which aſſumes to itſelf the general 
and undefined title of Philoſophy. Already, there- 
fore, and even from the preſent ſucceſs of the enemy, 
they would impioufly contend, that it is the arm of 
fleſh, and not the arm of the Lord, which givetl 
the victory. Becauſe ſudden vengeance is not fallen 
upon the people who have forſaken the worſhip of 
their Creator, and renounced their faith in his Goſpel, 
they daringly exclaim, “ Where is now your God?” 
and call upon us to acknowledge, in contradiction ta 
the Scriptures, and the examples of antient times, 
that the race is with the ſwift, and the battle with the 
irons X. 


Such would be the language of our enemies uni- 
verfally, if they had eſtabliſhed their empire in the 
extent marked out by their pride and their rapacity: 
ſach, indeed, has been the language of the con- 
querors, wherever it was ſafe to hold it; and of this 


kind are the ſentiments of thoſe malignant ſpirits, 


* FEcclel. ix; 11. 
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who from a diſtance mark, with ſecret ſatisfaction, 


the progreſs of our foes. Becauſe ſentence againſt an 
evil work 15S not executed /[heedily, the heart of the 
fons of men is fully ſet to do evil *. But the Lord 
1s King, be the fieofile never ſo impatient; He fitteth 


between the Cherubims, be the earth never ſo un- 


quiet . 


Our great and. leading opinions are indeed of ſmall 
value, and we who have formed them have but little 


right to recommend them to others, if this rebuke, 


lofty as it 1s, and aided as it ſeems to be, by an extra- 


ordinary concurrence of circumſtances, can induce us 
to abandon them. In the affairs and intercourſe of 
daily life, it is not conſidered as an irrational or im- 
modeſt boaſt of the human underſtanding, that the 
deductions which it had built upon long experience 
and diligent enquiry are too good a foundation of ac- 
tion to be ſhaken by one or more events, which ap- 


pear to militate againſt them. We are ready to 


* Eccleſ, viii. 11. t--Pf. xe 


allow 


11 
allow that in this or that particular caſe, the event 
has not anſwered our expectation, but inſtead of doubt- 
ing the validity of the eſtabliſhed principle, we more 
reaſonably endeavour to reconcile with it the unex- 
pected event, and we ſeldom fail to diſcover they may 
be reconciled, provided we are cool and diſpaſſionate 


in the compariſon. 


In the ſame way the diſpenſations of Providence 
may be reconciled with the honeſt and diſpaſſionate 
inferences of human reaſon, and with the declarations 
of Scripture. By both are we inſtructed that the 
purpoſes of the Almighty are always benevolent : by 
both alſo are we inſtructed that this benevolence of 
intention is carried into execution by means equally 
juſt and certain. If we compare theſe concluſions of 
Reaſon and theſe declarations of Scripture with the 
hiſtory of mankind, whatever be the ſcale upon which 
that hiſtory is examined, we ſhall certainly diſcover 
that ultimate good is promoted, and again and again 
has been produced by preſent evil. The nature of 
man, Whether it be conſidered by the Chriſtian or the 
Moraliſt, ſeems to demand full often as neceſſary and 

9 | eſſential, 
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B 
eſſential, this method of procedure; the paſſions, 
which are given him, require full often ſtrong and 
painful correctives. The Providence of God, by the 
application of theſe correctives, is daily preſerving 
from ruin individuals and families, whom neither the 
dictates of their reaſon, nor the belief in God's holy 
word were able to preſerve without ſuch an admoni- 


tion. Extend the ſphere of Providential agency, as 


in all reaſon it muſt be extended, and how are nations 


to be taught, or how to be reminded of their duty, but 
by chaſtiſements more dreadful and of greater noto- 
riety than thoſe with which the individual or the 
family is viſited. The events therefore of the pre- 
fent day, thoſe events under which the government 
and welfare and ſecurity of nations appear to totter, 
are but analogous to that interpoſition of Providence, 
which in a greater or leſs degree, we all of us expe- 


rience in our individual or domeſtic character. 


But the rebuke of the adverſary, it may be ſaid, is 
not yet anſwered. The conquered nations compared 


with their conquerors were a religious people, and we 


ourſelves, who, taſte never the leſs of the bitterneſs 


of 


1 
of war, are at this moment ſummoning to our ſtandard 
the friends of Chriſtianity, as if we were more eſpe— 
cially, under Cod, the ſupporters of that religion. Al- 
lowing therefore the divine Providence to promote 
either ordinarily or extraordinarily the good of his 
creatures through the medium of pain and ſuffering, 
{till however it may be aſked how it comes to pals 
that we who as a people ſtand forth the champions 
of law and order and religion, how it comes to paſs 
that we too are obhged to receive the bitter cup of 


chaſtiſement, and that too from impious and polluted 
hands. 


We do not diſſemble to ourſelves that we receive 
that chaſtiſement, becauſe we deſerve it. Although 
we have not diſclaimed the worſhip of God or be- 
lief in his Chriſt, or ſubſtituted in their place the 
tencts and the obligations of the new philoſophy, 
it is not to be denied that whilſt we publicly conti— 
nued to profeſs the religion of our fathers, and vwhillt 
its authority and influence were ſtill viſible in our 
general eſtabliſhment, and {till pervaded, oſtenſibly at 
leaſt, every order of our ſocvicty, the ſubſtantial prac- 


tice 


1 
tice and obſervation of it, its due and daily influence 
upon the hearts and conduct of individuals were haſ- 
tily declining. Opinions were gaining ground amongſt 
us, that the good things of this life were conferred, 
and might be ſecured by human means. In the 


magnitude and variety of bleflings, which our fortu- 


nate and diſtinguiſhed country enjoyed, we were be- 
ginning to forget the original giver of them, and to 
confine our contemplation to the abundance of ſecon- 


dary cauſes, which ſeemed to work together in our 
favour, to think that chance and fortune had com- 


bined them for our uſe, and to loſe ſight of that Firſt 
Author, who deſerved our real gratitude, and to 
whom that gratitude could in no other way be ſhewn, 


than by an obedience to his will. The obedience it- 


ſelf mean while was painful—it broke in upon our 
luxury—it interrupted our pleaſures—and we were in 


danger, even as a nation, of embracing that licen- 


tious ſyſtem, which renders man reſponſible to man. 
alone, when the danger of other nations awakened 
us from our deluſion, and recalled us to the princi- 


ples of reaſon and religion. 


L 14 

So far we acknowledge only the mercy of Provi- 
dence, and in the events which have followed, we ſee 
only the ſame mercy. The very ſuccelles of our 
enemies, what have they done? They have taught 
us to eſtimate more highly our own public character. 
They have taught us to ſet a value upon the princi- 
ples of union which hold us together as a nation, and 
which as a nation of dignity and importance, connect 
us with the reſt of Europe. Politically ſpeaking, the 
conflict in which we are engaged, and the nearer ap- 


| : by 
proach. of public evil, have rouſed us from a long and 


dangerous ſlumber : we have firſt examined, (never 


was the examination made with greater accuracy or 
with greater freedom) the nature and value of our 
ancient principles. We have compared them care- 
fully with the novelties which have been tendered 
to us in their place, and the reſult has been a 
ſpirit, an union, and an energy, ſuch as in one nation 
left almoſt wholly to itſelf, and threatened by an im- 
placable and powerful enemy, the world has ſeldom 
witneſſed. So far are we from concluding that ſplen- 
dor of ſucceſs demonſtrates of itſelf a ſoundneſs of 


principle, that the proſperity of our enemies has but 
inſtructed 
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inſtructed us to be more and more reſolute in with- 
ſtanding, not merely the progreſs of their arms, but 
the pollution of their doctrines. | 


If it again be faid that the victory is not the Lord's, 
becauſe the evils which we confeſſedly undergo are 


brought upon us by a people who diſclaim the Lord, 
we anſwer, that this alſo is ſtrictly analogous to the 


ordinary courſe of his Providence ; that the evils 
which men' inflict upon men, are daily and hourly in- 
fticted by the bad upon the good, and that wherever 
they are properly examined, they are ſhown to be 


leſſons, ſevere indeed but neceſſary leſſons, which were 
thus beſtowed by the Author of all good, that good 
might come of them. It is not indeed but with extreme 
| humility that we can preſume to call ourſelves even 
comparatively good. We know not even upon human 
calculation, the meafure of our own offences, ſtill 


les do we know them as they are known to God, or 


to what extent and for what time it may pleaſe him 
to viſit them with the ſcourge of his diſpleaſure. It 
may be that to render us practically as well as profef: 
fionally, ittdividually as well as publicly religious, the 
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dangers and difficulties ſhall mu upon us, commu- 
nicate themſelves with our daily life, and bring us $ 
through a long courts of trial, not only to a proper 
ſenſe of thoſe duties which lead to real happineſs, but 


to a regular obſervance of them: but while even in 
this extent of wretchedneſs, which eould only be eſti- 


mated in a long courſe of time, and upon that greater 
ſcale of trial, with which from the paſt hiſtory of man- 


kind, we know ſome countries have been viſited, 


while | in all this, dreadful as it is to imagine, there 


would be no reaſon to doubt that the ultimate deſigns 


of God were benevolent, or that all the means, which 


led to their accompliſhment, although ſevere, were 


wiſe; there is nothing either in the reaſon which he 


has given us, or in his revealed word, which forbids 
us to compaxe our actual eſtate with that of our 
enemies, or while we allow that the proſperity of 


their arms is almoſt unexampled, and has ſpread terror 


and deſolation over ſome of the faireſt ſcenes of the 


earth, forbids us not .only to balance againſt their 


frantic efforts the genuine zeal and tried reſolution 


of our own country, but to place, even beyond the 


reach of juſt A the actual bleſſings, which 
however 


1 


however embittered by the ſufferings of war, we 


ſtill enjoy. 


It is not then upon the ſucceſs of its arms alone 

that a nation depends wholly for its proſperity. This 

18 much indeed, and a great and real bleſſing, when 

; it. befalls a people who know how to uſe 1it—who 

1 have the | principles of peace within themſelves, as 

well as the ſpirit and the means of war, who retain 

unſhaken their ancient love of God and man, and 

who continue to ſupport the regular and eſtabliſhed 

fabric of ſociety, undiſmayed by adverſity, and un- 
elated by ſucceſs. 


But conſider well the real ſituation of this pre- 
ſumptuous nation, even in the midſt of her appa- 
rently ſucceſsful career. They have, indeed, con- 
quered beyond example; but at the ſame time that 
their victories have been the ſcourge of other na- 
tions, have they been bleſſings to themſelves? Do | 


* they bear upon them any of thoſe indications by 4 
; which a blefling 3 18 reaſonably eſtimated ? Have they | 
4 produced comfort, and tranquillity, and unanimity at | 


home? 
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home? Have they brought with them freedom and 


ſecurity to the very people, in whoſe name they have 


been gained? Have they replaced each man under 
his own vine and his own fig tree? Have they filenced 


the VOICE of internal diſcontent ? Have they made the 
country happy, as well as proud ? Far from it; they 
have not even enriched it. A few have been gorged 


with the plunder ; 3a few have engroſſed the power: 


the benefits of theſe boaſted victories are reducible at 


laſt to the gr 
who originally oppoſed them, and the acquiſition of 


wealth and authority to individuals, While the maſs 


of this conquering and triumphant nation are waſted 


with poverty, and groaning in diſcontent and ſlavery, 
raſting, day by day, more than the bitterneſs of 


death, the paſſive inſtruments of tyranny and uſur- 
pation. | Rather let us fay then, that as far as we 
are permitted to er and underſtand the ways of 
God's Providence, under their preſent view, thoſe” 
very events, which to a ſober and religious people 


alli 


are undoubted bleſſings, are however, to this infa- 
+ 3/18 1 


twated 1 nation, a cauſe of falling rather let us ſay 
83 


that they appear to be the inſtruments in God's hands 
— | ach 


oratification of revenge upon ſome of thoſe, 
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(ſuch is the progreſs of his awful diſpenſation) J of 


puniſhment, not only to others, but alſo to themſelves. 


Still i is the victory the Lord's, for whatever purpoſe 


3 it may pleaſe him to beſtow it. Let us reſt but 
| awhile. It may happen to ſome of us now aſſembled 
here, to ſee farther into the plans of his wiſdom, | 


when it will appear how all things concur for good, 


and that Wat We now behold with terror And 


amazement, will redound ultimately to the glory 


of God, and the happineſs of his creatures. For 


though a ſinner do evil an hundred times, and his days 
be hrolonged, yet ſurely 1 know that it fhall be well 


with them that fear God; but it hall not be well With 
the wicked . 


Be it, however, always remembered, that humility 


is one of the firſt principles of our holy religion. 


When we preſume to condemn the unrighteous acts 


of the enemy, it muſt again be acknowledged, that 
we alſo deſerve puniſhment ; and although the mercy 
of God has wonderfully preſerved us amidſt the wreck 
of nations, we have ſtill had ſufficient tokens of his 


wrath 


; 
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1 20 
wrath to induce us to proſtrate ourſelves before his 
throne, and while we adore his goodneſs, to ſuppli- 
cate that he would uphold us in his faith, and through 
his compaſſion ſpare us. Let us beſeech Him, not 
that He would bend the hearts of our governors to a 


low and abject deſire of peace, at the expence of our 


liberty and our religion, but that he would protect 


and ſanctify the arms of our defenders, and ſtrengthen 
their ſine ws to the battle, ſo long as our welfare de- 
mands their ſervices. | 


Nor is the prayer unchriſtian or unworthy the place 
from whence it comes. Chriſtianity inſtructs us to 
fulfil, not to ſhrink from our duties. Chriſtianity 


' accords, in every particular, with the real and beſt 


notions of right and manly pr udence ; but there can 
be no ſuch thing as manly prudence without a manly 
ſpirit ; and the Chriſtian miniſter, at the ſame time 
that it is his duty to inculcate peace, can only be 
ſuppoſed to inculcate that peace, which is ſtable and 
permanent, conſiſtent with the honour of God, and 
the well being of man; not that which, if it were 
zaſhly or timidly embraced, would bring with it diſ- 
order, flavery, and irrehigion. 

One 
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One thing is plain, that we are now in poſſeſſion 


of the real intentions of the enemy, clear of all poſ- 


ſible ambiguity or diſguiſe. They have given us to 
underſtand not merely, what very early in the conteſt 
was underſtood by all who had eyes to ſee, and ears 
to hear, that they had drawn the ſword againſt all 
regular government, as ſuch, but they have given us 
to underſtand, that we are mot eſpecially the objects 
of their hatred. And it is not to be wondered at. 
We have maintained, and ſtill maintain, with thoſe 
uſurpers, upon better principles than thoſe of ambi- 
tion and thirſt of power, a civil and religious war- 
fare, for a long time faintly ſupported by other na- 
tions, and now, humanly ſpeaking, having no other 
ground of dependence than our own valour. 


War is, unqueſtionably, an evil. The burthens 
which belong to it fall heavy on us; and were it 
merely a war of acquiſition in which we are engaged, 


we might reaſonably complain that it is ſtill protracted. 


But this is not the caſe; and though 1t be an evil, it 1s a 
bleſfing compared with the degradation and ſlavery as a 
people, with the oppreſſion, anarchy and impiety which 
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weare doomed to ſuffer, if in this ſtage of our progreſs 
we yield to the unwarrantable demands of an imperious 
adverſary. It is ſurely better upon all accounts, that we 
ſhould have the enemies of civil order and religion, as 
our avowed, and, while it ſhall fo ſeem good to the 
Almighty, our implacable foes, than that under the 
femblance of a fickle and precarious reconciliation, we 
ſhould take them to our boſom as friends, and be 
ſtung to death, ſlowly, perhaps, but certainly, with 
the taint and poifon of their inſidious and deſtructive 


politics. 


| What right have we as a nation to expect an un- 
mixed enjoyment of good? Do we find it in our 
homes and our families? Does there not daily occur 
to us in thoſe relations and circumſtances of life 
ſome difficulty, ſome diſtreſs, which we know ro be 
the lot of humanity, and muſt be content to bear? Are 
we as a nation to expect that our freedom and dig- 
nity, in the great ſtruggle which convulſes Europe, 
are to be purchaſed without a price, and ſupported 
without a facrifice? Even if we ourſelves undergo 
the trial to its utmoſt bitterneſs, let us tranfmit to 
| our 
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dur poſterity undiminiſhed and untarniſſed the bleſs- 


ings of Religion, Law, and Order, which we have 
inherited from our anceſtors; They were not gained 
without difficulty: without difficulty they cannot be 
preſerved. Of this we may be aſſured, that while 
the principles on which we act are ſound and good, 
we may reaſonably hope for the protection of that 
Being, who ſearcheth the ſpirit and knoweth the 
hearts of men. His is the victory. He it. is who 
gives vigour to the arm of the warrior, and to every 
member of the ſtate that more than manly fortitude, 
that religious men Which enables him to for- 
get his private ſufferings ingthe real intereſts of his 
country. To Him let us pray, with one mind and one 
voice, that He will make us, as it were, His choſen 
people for the vindication of His injured honour, and 
the reſtoration of His violated laws. This we may 
be, if we continue firm; but if we fail or falter in 
the conteſt ; if now, when it is drawing to a criſis, we 
cramp the ſinews of this juſt war by an ill- timed 
parſimony, (of which indeed to the honour of all 
claſſes of ſociety, there is happily at preſent no indica- 
tion) or if we chill the high ſpirit of the country by 
1 dan 
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an unworthy and unmanly love of eaſe, although we 
are the laſt to fall, yet fall we ſhall, and be brought 
down to the duſt, and our name will be blotted from 
amongſt nations, and we ſhall be made the loweſt 
of ſlaves to the worſt of enemies, the enemies of our 
eternal intereſts ; which evils may God, and our own 
courage and good conduct inſpired by Him, who 
alone can inſpire them, avert, while yet they may be 
averted. E | 


